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TX22 debate won’t include Libertarian
candidate /
¢

By AUDREY M. MARKS
Updated: 10.09.08

Afler not being Invited to the Bay Area Houslon Economic Partnership’s congressional candidate debate, Libertarian
candideta John Wieder doesn’t plan on letting tha alight go quietly.

I'm tha kind of person that stands up to this kind of stuff,” Wieder said in an interview with The Sun. *| ehould be included
in the debate, | don't see why not.”

Wieder Is running ageinst incumbent U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, D-Stafford end Republican cardikiate Pets Olson, a former
Navy piiot and chief of staff to Sen. John Comyn fo represent Texas’ 22nd Congressional District in the House of
Representatives,

The partnership’s Preaident Bob Mitchetl sald the group intentionsfly left Wieder out of the debate between Otson and
Lampeon.

%bnlmsvwmmmmukmmw\dmmatawurwb- by all standards the leading candidetes for {heir
positions In this tighl raca,” Miichell sald. "it's Important the candidates eddrass the issues themsalves so cansiituents
have a good underslanding.”

m's:ld ha contactad tha organization and asked to be included in lha debates and the raspones has not been

Mitchell toid The Sun the partnership has no pians to invite Wiedar.

"Mr. Wieder’s not happy aboul thet and I'm somy,” Mitchel said. “But one of thase two individugjs {Lampetti orOlson]will
win the race and it is importent constituents of CD22 hear them spsak very claerly.’ '

4

But Wieder said he plans o file @ camplaint with the Federal Election Commiasion taking issue with the debele baing
underwritten by Lockhesd Martin, MEI Technologies, and the Oceanesring and United Space Alllance.

Wieder said the sponsorships for the event are Ilke donating money to the two candidates and by “not inviting ell the
different people on November’s ballol they are creating in-kind donations to the Democrat and Repubtican.”

But Mitchell said he isn’t concerned with Wiader’s claima.

“We're legally within our rights,” Mitchell said. “Wa'va contacted legal counesi and from a legal standpoint there are no
issues.”

Fort Bend County residents will not be able to atiend a local event to hear the candidates debate. In Seplember, the

Richmond Area Chamber of Commerce tried to caordinate an event with Olson and Lampson, but Lampson’s
campaign said they planned to commit to ona debals prior to the Nov. 4 election. Wieder said he was not Invited fo the
debate.

The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership will host the Olson-Lampson debate at Bay Oska Coundry Club, 14545 Bay
Qaks Boulevard in Houston.

A reception will bagin at 5:30 p.m., with the debate starting st 8 p.m.

This candidates forum is open to the public, though spaca kmitations will allow for only 300 gueats.
For more information or lo R.S.V.P
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